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	In your opinion, what are the strengths of our local (Foothills area) equestrian community?  

	 
	Foothills equestrian community has a wide variety of equine breeds and community support for this diversity. It is not just a community of one breed being accepted with events for that breed. We have numerous organizations that allow us to support our favorite equine breed and activity.

Great horse resources (tack shop, vets, farriers, trainers) 

Convenient show facilities (FENCE, Harmon Field, new Green Creek facility in the future) 

Great trails (FETA, CETA)

The volunteers like Libbie Johnson and Dot Moyer and others who promote the sporting industry's impact here in the government and civic circles.

the trails....community of equestrians...beautiful landscaping...variety of horse activities..fun people....foresight of members of the community that are trying to preserve the land

FETA trails network 
FENCE equestrian center 
active local clubs and organizations 
Two (that I know of) show venues (FENCE and Harman Field) 
wide variety of disciplines

feta 
fence 
trails 
central to horse shows throughout the southeast

The climate and landscape, the diversity of horse disciplines, the levels of practice from beginner through pony club through amateur, advanced amateur through top flight professionals. 
The diversity of the changing population. Trail systems FETA and CETA, Fence

As the saying goes, strength in numbers. Simply living in a community with like-minded people strengthens the community, I believe. FETA and FENCE are strengths.

climate, topography, concentration of horse enthusiasts

Extensive trail systems, numerous shows and clinics

A diversity of horse related activities and beautiful country in which to enjoy them.

The large number of horse owners

Great weather 

Hunting and riding tradition 

Established trail systems 

Service providers-vets, trainers, etc.

Diversity. Regardless of your particular area of interest, you can always find "like minded" riders.

The most wonderful Feta trail system and the feeling of community amongst the horse owners.

that there IS one!!!!! And that they have a voice in the community....coming from a community where the "horse People" were the quiet minority, it is inspiring to be in a community where one is "heard" Foothills community is a LARGE group/populace and strength is in a collective voice.....the challenge is in getting people to believe that their individual voice does matter.

The many activities that happen in the area. That the groups seem to support each other.

Closeness, yet everyone respects the diversity in our community.

Strong volunteerism 
Wide representation of breeds and interests 
unique trail access 
generally down to earth people 
generous community support

Support of the equestrian community in general 
Local newsletters and email news readily available 
Having a top notch veterinary hospital in the area 
Trail systems 
Variety of equine sports in the area

1. Outstanding trail systems. 
2. Gorgeous scenery and natural surroundings. 
3. Great climate (could we trade with someone else for July and August)? 
4. Horse people are relatively tolerant and supportive of various disciplines, and willing to help cross-discipline.

nice people

In order of importance to me personally, the area's strengths are: 
1. Trail systems 
2. Good local farm/horse store choices - 4! 
3. Large and active horse community... you can always find someone to talk with about horses and things to do like club meetings, barn tours, etc. 
4. Horse show venues - I don't show but it's fun to have "horse entertainment" available so often, and the opportunity to volunteer. 
5. Something that I think could be a major strength but that is not yet fully utilized is the potential combined voice/voting power of the horse community... especially if it can be combined toward mutual goals with the general farming community.

The trail systems, FENCE and Harmon Field, the diverse disciplines, the temperate weather, scenic green space, and the generosity of our equestrian family.

I think the concentration of horsepeople is the biggest single factor, as with numerous equestrians come the concommitant services--vets, hay, trainers, tack stores, and other service providers. I am not a trail rider myself, but, as a realtor, I certainly appreciate the strong, strong value added by the FETA system.

The Numerous Trail Systems 
2 Top Horse Show Venue 
Massive quantities of horse people who are incredible sources of information, thru and thru volunteers, and will pitch in and pull together to support one another in times of crisis. 
2 very established Hunts 
Many Local Riding Clubs/Organizations 
An EXTREMELY good veterinary hospital

Natural beauty, Peacefulness....not crowded, many conveniences, friendly...great trails!

we live within a few hours of many shows and events. Also our proximity to Aiken and Lexington and southern pines and Atlanta. I think it is a good mix of horse people and it definitely is a horse community. Having shows at FENCE is helpful, and Harmon Field too.

Land, venues and climate. The horse community seems to be very strong.

diverse horse community 
not (only) the ultra rich 
farm land near by 
many keep horses at home and ride them out on trail networks

The FETA, CETA, and other trail systems and FENCE.

The trail systems, FENCE, horse friendly towns and The Farm House Tack Shop

The local fox hunts. GREEN CREEK HOUNDS and 
the Tryon hunt. Most activities revolve 
around the members or they take part in the 
other community activities. Fence is one 
example where the local hunts help. Of course 
anyone who owns a horse and takes care of 
it properly contributes to the local community 
with jobs, therefore the economy. I think in 
every aspect of growth in the area should 
protect our horse environment without 
excess WALMARTS and commercial ventures. No 
Walmarts.......................... or 
excess tacky dollar stores etc. Keep the 
money spent in the community and don't draw 
it out to outsiders who could not care less 
about anything other than their bottom line 
of dollars. Our local tack shops and feed stores 
are excellent and also our eating places. 
Frankly I would not change a thing. Please 
keep our horsey rural setting. That is why 
I bought an old place and am fixing it up 
in Polk county. Preserve what we have. 
Nina Schug

Available tack and feed stores, hay suppliers, trainers. FENCE/FETA

A variety of interests come together for a horse community that is, I believe, interested in preserving our wonderful resources that are available to us - our beautiful open countryside, trails, back roads, organizations, FENCE, activities, and wonderful people. We are often "outsiders" from lands beyond who come to enjoy this and more - including the beautiful weather, as we bring with us a variety of experiences from all over the country to meld into this wonderful community.

Weather 
Trails 
Mountain views 
Dedicated happy horse people! 
Diverse backgrounds of the people in the horse community....leading to many talents that give us a solid base of knowledge and attraction to other fascinating people who want to join in the fun! 
Proximity to other trails systems (Smokies, Biltmore, Dupont State Forest, Pisgah, Croft, Clemson, and the list is longer if you wish to drive more than 2 hours! 
Quality equine merchants 
Easy access to cities for cultural activities, hospitals and health care, airports, interstates, etc. 
There might be more thoughts... give me a few days to conjure up more!
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	If you moved here for the horses, what things in particular did you consider important? (Ex: competition venues, trails, good trainers, vets, affordable land, etc.)  

	 
	I chose this area for several reasons. First, the climate was right for me to enjoy my horses year round with only a few extremely cold or hot days. I have lived in Colorado and Texas which had these extreme conditions. Second, the land was right for me. It supported horses and was not too steep for pasture land which is the case in higher elevations. Third, it had the support system needed for horses - vets, farrier, feed stores, hay, trainers and events. Fourth, it had a great trail system for horses which for me was key to my moving here. I wanted to enjoy my horses without having to go great distances to ride.

Sufficient horse resources (tack shop, vets, farriers, trainers) 

Convenient show facilities (FENCE, Harmon Field) 

Great trails (FETA) 

Ability to purchase a horse farm in a "horsey" area (immediate trail access, other well-maintained farms, etc.) 

Weather

trails...affordable land...commrodererie

Trails - FENCE, FETA, and proximity to other venues such as DuPont State Forest, Croft State Park, & King's Mountain

horse show facilities 
trainers 
trails

All of the above mentioned competition venues, trails, good trainers, vets, affordable land, etc.)

I happened to be fortunate enough to "land here."

trails, trainers, affordable land

all the above

Trails

we moved for the mountains

Access to trails 

Good trainer 

Riding community (riding buddies!) 

Vet care

Trails, competition venues, clubs and similar horse minded people.

I knew affordable land was out of the question, but I did move here from Metamora, Mi. for the great trails as that is what I enjoy.

FENCE, FETA, accessible trainers, open space & pastures & a protected lifestyle to where in 20 years I'll still be able to drive down roads & see pastures, horses grazing, horse crossing signs

I would have to say that the main reason was the weather and constant horse activities.

Good trainer, competition venues, affordable land.

climate for year round conditioning and riding 
friendly, broad based interest & support 
good vets 
equestrian community presence 
accessible trails and parks for riding

affordable land 
competition venues 
good trainers 
trails 
vets 
feed suppliers

Trails, trails and only trails. Specifically FETA. Well, and scenery and climate too. Horse land is fairly expensive here. If I was just into showing and only needed a ring and enough for my horses, I could do with a lot less expensive land in Rutherford or upper Greenville/Spartanburg counties. 

Trails are like beachfront property. If you don't like the beach, why buy here when there is much cheaper land available? So keeping the trails is key, in my opinion, to low density and quality of life. 

What I did not like is that everything seems to revolve around what is "going on", where you can be seen and party and no time left to attend the relatively few education things, which are perceived as not for the "in" crowd anyway.

mountains & weather

1. Trail systems. 
2. Good climate and seasons. 
3. Land "was" pretty affordable - although much more expensive than where I moved from, still not prohibitive back then (2001).

Fox hunting, trails, good weather, small town living.

When I decided to move to Tryon (I had never actually been here!), the two things I was most concerned with were access to knowledgeable hunter/jumper trainers and a reputable veterinary clinic. Affordability of property was also a key consideration.

ALL OF THE ABOVE

Trails

Trails, affordable land, good vets, venues

All of the above. It is an awesome place to live.

affordable land, trails, lack of development, pasturage

Trails. Availability of farms.

trails, affordable land, hunt and riding clubs

As above....

Trails

We were looking for a moderate climate, but not TOO hot in summer, where we could enjoy our horses without the ravages of snow or ice (or at least long stretches of it!). We were also looking for more affordable land and lower taxes, and a place we would feel welcome. We wanted a group of people around who are interested in the type of horse activities we are interested in, which includes carriage driving and dressage. In addition a style of living with supportive services including good veterinary care is important.

Trails, good land and quality horse health care, Weather... mountain views without the more severe cold of higher elevations. 
Great people! 
TWO foxhunts and a beagle pack...great sporting life! 
Concentration of farms and dedicated horse people that own them! 
Multidiscipline equine community
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	If costs, logistics, etc. were not a consideration, and everything was possible, what would your perfect horse community look like?  

	 
	A community similar to what it is now except making sure we don't overpopulate the area. We need to be smart about our future planning so we can have enough places for all incomes of people to live in a variety of housing to support our towns. We need to also think of ways to conserve our water, green spaces --pasture land, trees parks to keep our country and small town feeling. We DO NOT want to become a big city that is why most of us live here. We want to keep the diversity of the people who enjoy all types of life - art, music, gardening, crafts, horses, dogs, etc. to support our town and its flavor but not just for equine activity or one type but all types. 

One thing in the future that would be nice is places for the many people coming to our area who like the idea of horses but no nothing of them to be trained -- similar to the way the Pony Club trains the youth.

Pretty much like Tryon!

Trails to ride all day without crossing a road. Trails to ride in the hills and in the flats. Barns with horses for rent and riding activities for tourists, day trippers and locals without the means to own their own.

minimum of ten acre horse farms prefer 40 acres to hundreds....trails...all land preserved on the mountain tops, along rivers, conservation of open prairie besides mountains and streams....people opening their land to trails...making sure trails are restricted to horses and not ATV's or mountain bikers...fees paid for trail use...would cover trail upkeep...and insurance for owners...

a combination of large lots where residents can keep their horses at home, and smaller lots for homes only, where the owners board their horses at a community barn or at shared barns (i.e.: buy a lot and also get two stalls and a storage and paddock in a shared barn' 4 - 6 owners share one barn); trails to ride, drive or walk on,

expanded trail system (connect existing trails feta, ceta, etc and extend to north of 74) 

no breakup of open space into housing developments and shopping malls 

stop clear cutting on slopes 

clearly marked trail access points with mounting blocks

Almost pretty much like this.

Much as our area does but with much more specific zoning.

lots of trails

larger pastures

Much as it does now. A diversity of horse interests. It would be wonderful if one could have trails connecting all parts of the county.

It would be nice to have a more inclusive venue for all. And the cost of renting facilities is very high

Pretty much like here!

Green Fields :) that is, covenants that not only protect the land but also provided a certain look and feel. and TONS more green space.

Four board fence running from one farm to the next, rolling green pastures with beautiful horses grazing and running. Quaint horse farms and signs on the road (especially Hunting Country Road) that say WHOA! Slow down!!!!!

Landrum/Tryon, albeit with more horse traffic awareness signs

Nothing but dirt roads & everyone would have plenty of room for their critters.

a unified horse council to integrate various interests 
venues for activities 
educational & training facilities and programs 
good equine supplies and services 
appreciation by community at large of benefits of equestrian contributions 
modern equine clinic and surgical facility 
youth programs at a facility like FENCE 
receptive local government to make equine agenda 
part of it's planning 
tax incentives for equine business startups 
a community center with equine theme including restaurant & pub 
more lodging 
integrated calendar to promote equestrian programs

I love the equestrian communities where there are large properties, fenced with riding trails around and through them. My issue is that as a trainer running a business, I was not allowed to buy property and run my business in any of those communities. Almost all of them - if not all of them - do not allow businesses.

A diverse community with people interested in a variety of things, not just horses, where horse people had better integration in and the respect of the broader community. I would love to see the horse community take a more active role in the larger community for everyone's benefit. 

Personally, there is too much emphasis on competition and "events" in this community, fostering a "we do this to entertain ourselves" attitude. There are very few "real horsemen" left, and the newbie don't listen to them anyway, with bad results for both horses and people. I would love to see a community which fosters a love of horses first and horses for entertainment/sports second. 
I can tell you what I do NOT want. If this area becomes like Southern Pines, Aiken
same and include a polo club

To be honest, in comparison of other places I've lived or know, I think we are close to the perfect equestrian community now with our mix of great trails, stores, shows, clubs, clinics, etc. 
The most important thing I think is to make absolutely sure that these things aren't negatively impacted by the kinds of short-sighted development (i.e., uncontrolled high-density developments) that have ruined so many other formerly nice horse areas. Right now a lot is being done to prevent that through the support of county leaders and the comprehensive plan process but we have to be sure we stay vigilant so that Polk County remains the exception, not one of the "used to be great" places. 
As I stated in the "strength" section, I think the continued promotion and viability of the horse community/activities AND farming in general can help ensure that we keep the things we love about Polk County.

Tryon. :) With additional monies, FENCE grounds could be improved and the new Green Creek Equestrian Center could develop.

Much like this one.

Top of the line International Horse show Grounds 
More social life (i.e. restaurants, bars/pubs, someplace other than waffle house to get breakfast on Sundays 
more hotel accommodations 
take into consideration that the above could/would provide for more jobs in the area

It would look like Tryon.

More trails that extend into Green Creek. An open space for galloping open to anyone that has good footing. A decent cross country schooling area open to everyone for a reasonable fee.

The land price is high for many people. Especially those that don't have a lot of disposable income.

like Upper Ville, Middleburg, Woodstock, Hamilton in the 1970's

Trails that would lead to restaurants with hitch racks. Carriage lanes on the side of all local roadways. Signs indicating horses have right of way.

Uncrowned with the way it used to be when I could ride where ever I wanted to with a friendly wave to a neighbor. 

Where farm equipment can be moved from one field to another without the car drivers speeding past and flipping the poor farmer off. 

Where if you animals get loose people would stop to help instead of looking to sue. 

Forget about it, it won't happen but thanks for letting me dream.

FENCE would be larger, more trails in all areas of the counties involved.

Polk county...... as it is.

like it does now but more affordable

Difficult question, but perfect for me includes all I have said above, but with more dirt/gravel roads for carriage driving. Compared to some other areas including Aiken, SC and Woodstock, VT, we don't have these. I wish we did. The trail system is gorgeous, for riding, and yes I ride them, but the carriage trails are few and far between, and those areas in which they exist properties have high price tags I have found. 

I would also like to see an involvement with the horse community with the greater community. We came here and "took over" land that the local people in some cases can no longer afford. I would hate to see the community divided between the "haves" and the "have nots". I think we can co-exist, but need to keep this in mind. We horse people can be selfish in this respect, while wanting the best for our animals, which is good, but forgetting those who are not horse people!

Just what we have!




Survey page 4

Additional thoughts, comments, suggestions for the committee to consider? 

	We need to work with local governments and Chamber to build a more positive relationship between equestrian and broader commnunity 

Improve commnications between equestrian organizations, develop a unified voice to promote a list of prioritized interests
	

	In community neighborhoods where I live, there are some horse properties and others are not. Those of us with horse properties would like to connect through and to each other and have a trail system - even if it is fairly small in comparison to FETA and CETA. In my case, the neighbors are willing but the cost of trying to cut trails, trees, etc is prohibitive. I would love to have a resource that might aid in this to further the horse community or a resource that might help us do it in a cost effective manner.
	

	We would probably have more community support for the horse community if we were not considered so selfish, snobby and only interested in ourselves. That may be an unfair perception, but I think it is widespread. I have actually had people say to me "oh, you are a horse person? You are so nice!" This is not good.A few more Susie Kochers multi-tasking would help! 

A good start was the Ag Development program on hay, which was supposed to get farmers as producers with horse people as consumers, but I think did not work as intended. The speaker did not stay on track, the "horse people" took over and it became all about their grazing needs for most of the program. I saw alot of grumbling among the farmers and some just left, and my observation was that it fostered the perception that the horse people are also taking over ag, which was, I am sure, not the intention. The intention of the program should have been made clear to the horse "consumers".
	

	polo
	

	Maybe a little off topic here, but I believe the past and maybe current promotional campaigns and materials for Polk County are missing the target: they tend to focus only on the towns (Tryon, Saluda, Columbus), probably because they're funding the campaigns. I think the real opportunity is to BRAND THE COUNTY, which would include the towns. That broader umbrella could be used to promote all the things that make Polk unique: our farms (especially as we hope to support more niche farms); our vineyards; our horse community; AND our wonderful little towns. In an era when most places are losing any rural/small town charm they had, Polk should be emphasizing ALL the things that make us unique - and our beautiful scenery and rural way of life is a big part of that. I can envision separate "driving tours" for wine country, horse country, historical sites, other types of farms, etc., topped off by meals, overnight stays and shopping.
	

	Honestly, I think the recession dealt pretty effectively with my largest concern re Tryon, namely the insane raping of the land to provide developments that no one wanted anyway. Given that said recession may not last forever (fingers crossed!), I think that working closely with county/town officials to limit growth remains the strongest priority for the equestrian community here.
	

	Continue to protect what we have from development.
	

	More dressage shows.Open up covered arena at fence to more people. Make it easier to use Fence facility on a daily basis.
	

	Shop locally, buy at the Farm House, eat at the Hare and Hound and the Tea House and the small cafes and order from Buck's Pizza.. because empty store fronts do not bring in new business, horsey or otherwise.
	

	Preserve, preserve, preserve.
	

	I think I covered it above: consider the non-horse people all the while keeping a community appealing to the horse people. I think we need to hear from our non-equestrian neighbors. Let them have a voice! Also, maybe we can have competitions, clinics, etc where some of the revenue may go to Habitat for Humanity, or Steps to Hope, or any of the very good organizations which help the community. Publicize this. Get the kids out who come from non-horsey families. The parents will follow. A community divided between the "haves" and "have-nots" with no communication between them can develop into a community with resentment, crime, and fear.
	

	Would love to see more support from the county officials for the horse community. 
How about a horse museum???? 
County support for more trail systems
	

	I wish there was more awareness within the riding community about the importance of keeping land open and rural.
	

	More zoning laws to protect bigger parcels of property from being subdivided.
	


